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1. In ‘The Tell – Tale Heart’ how does Edgar Allan Poe engage the sense of hearing, and to what effect?
The author uses auditory hallucinations as a very important part of communicating his message. The narrator, is of the impression that his ‘illness’, which he makes a point of explaining that it did not affect his mind, contributed to his better sense of hearing. The mad man hears his heart beat as he was about to kill the old man and confuses it for the old man’s heart beat. The beating heart makes the narrator mad with rage and he kills the man to make it stop. The beating heart is also what leads the man to confessing his crime in an effort to make it stop.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The author uses the narrator’s sense of hearing to reveal his delusion. The fact that the narrator did not realize that it was his heart that was beating because of his nervousness and heightened emotions is how the author effectively communicates the narrator’s mental illness. 
2. What is Edgar Allan Poe’s purpose in writing “The Tell-Tale Heart?”
The Tell-Tale heart by Edgar Allan Poe is an excellent attempt at portraying how a guilty conscience affects human beings. The author uses a mentally unstable character to explore delusion and guilt to illustrate that, regardless of what state of mind a criminal is in, or what efforts a person makes to cover up a crime, a guilty conscience and essentially the heart’s truth is louder. His narrative provides a perspective into the issue of mentally ill criminals and how they are held accountable by the law for their crimes. The story was aimed at sparking a conversation on the controversial topic on mental illness and the prosecution of mentally ill criminals. Edgar communicates a possibility that criminals can escape prosecution in the guise of having been mentally ill at the time of their crime. In consideration of the timing of when this story was written, the purpose of this story was to spark a discussion that would shed light into the issue and lead to finding and addressing the loop holes in the legal system in order to reduce the chances of criminals getting away on account of mental illness.
3. How does setting contribute to the intention of Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell –Tale Heart?
The setting of the short story does a very good job of contributing to the eerie and somber mood of the story. The author uses a dark setting to show mystery and evoke fear. As the narrator watches the old man in his sleep for eight days in a row, each time he goes in with a light covered in cloth, which he slowly pulls away to allow very little light to show him whether the old man had been asleep or awake, to look at the ‘vulture eye’. This setting effectively communicates the creeping that the narrator does every night.

The knowledge that the house was made of floor boards and the description of how slowly the narrator would open the door as he creeps to the old man’s room contributes to the story effectively communicating the contracts in the scary atmosphere during night time and the warm way the narrator would find out how the Old man slept during the day. This allows the author to communicate the horrific aspect of the narrative. The obsessive way in which the narrator watches the man is given more contexts and contributes to the visualization of a grotesque house.


